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Girl Guides are part of The Solution (to Climate Change)

Leah Parsons, Leader 1st Ivybridge Guides, Devon

I was lucky enough to be selected as a WAGGGS delegate for the UN Climate Change Conference (COP17) in Durban, South Africa in December. What an amazing experience. We had the chance to be part of environmental projects, to visit schools, to meet up with local Guide units and were also involved in all the youth activities organized by YOUNGO, such as the 7th Conference of Youth (COY7). We took part in training in advocacy and media interviews as well as having networking opportunities and running workshops. During the first week of the COP17, we attended the conference and the side events, spoke on panels, gave media interviews, ran awareness raising activities, tried to meet government representatives and looked after the WAGGGS exhibition stand where we were promoting the WAGGGS/FAO Climate Change badge, the WAGGGS/FAO Biodiversity badge and the 'we can save our planet' World Thinking Day campaign as well as showcasing the excellent work that Girl Guides and Girl Scouts are already doing on climate change around the world. 

Before leaving for South Africa our Guide unit took part in a Climate Change Challenge that I created looking at recycling, transport and energy use as well as local foods and they helped me write the words to an action song to take as a possible global action. I was very proud when our version of the Cha Cha slide was chosen as the action used on YoFuGe (Young and Future Generations) Day and even more so when the Chair of the SBI (Subsidiary Body for Implementation – one of the most important committees at the COP) in an unprecedented move asked the WAGGGS delegates to perform the routine to kick off the conference plenary sessions. That’s 17 WAGGGS delegates in front of 194 national delegations! 

The most moving part for me was when one of the other delegates, Beatrice from Kenya, shared her own story about how difficult climate change has made her life. Here is a quote from her speech

 “I live in the capital city, Nairobi and I consider my family to be middle class. Due to climate change, there has been a water shortage in Nairobi and the Nairobi city council is rationing water. We get water once a week and at times not at all depending on how much it has rained and how much water is in the city dam. As a young woman, it is my duty to do house work and fetch water. Being tired from work, I spend my whole night filling up all the containers with water in the cold. Most of the time the water is not clean and this is a risk to our health”

 For more information on my amazing experience and find out how WAGGGS is helping to empower young women take a look at http://www.wagggsworld.org/en/cop17
 I am now working on my own Climate Change project for Girlguiding UK.  Guiding has given me the confidence to go out, speak out and make a change. Everyone can and should get involved too. 

You could register for your unit to take part in Climate Change week March 12th-18th 2012 on www.girlguiding.org.uk , or look at activities from Together we Can and for World Thinking Day, the theme is ‘we can save our planet’ and there is a great resource pack at www.worldthinkingday.org 
